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THANG LE 
Statement 

HON LIZ BEHJAT (North Metropolitan) [9.37 pm]: I want to use my time tonight to pay tribute to a very 
well respected, hardworking member of the Vietnamese community, to ensure that there should be no doubt in 
the broader community’s mind that this person is a man of impeccable credentials, and to try to help right a 
wrong that this man has suffered as a direct result of an outrageous slur against his character made by none other 
than the opposition shadow Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests. The person I wish to pay tribute 
to is Mr Thang Le, chairman of the Vietnamese Growers’ Association, located in Gnangara. 

Mr Le’s story is yet another wonderful story of a refugee who came to Australia more than 30 years ago, unable 
to speak English and unsure as to what the future might hold. Initially working as a labourer, he spent every 
spare moment he had learning English and studying for a certificate in computer programming. This was 
followed by further qualifications of a business degree and a graduate diploma of education. Mr Le places 
education as one of the highest priorities in life and he is a living testament to what a good education can do for 
someone. 

After spending a number of years teaching and working in the computer field, Mr Le used his expertise to assist 
his brothers in improving their fledgling hydroponic cucumber growing business. Over the years, using his 
extensive research skills and his computer literacy, he has become an expert in hydroponics and uses his 
knowledge to help all members of the Vietnamese Growers’ Association. Mr Le has also ensured that his two 
children have received a very good education and both now work in the health care field, as a chemist and an 
accountant. Not satisfied with educating and helping his immediate family, Mr Le wanted to ensure that he also 
helped other members of the Vietnamese community to make the most of their opportunities, and he assisted in 
founding the Vietnamese community in Western Australia and was the first person to produce a Vietnamese 
radio program in WA. This is just a very quick snapshot of the wonderful contribution made by Mr Thang Le of 
Gnangara to advance multiculturalism here in WA. 

Imagine Mr Le and his family’s horror when a member from the other place, because of very shoddy and totally 
incompetent inquiry procedures that could only have been motivated by her desire to take a very cheap shot 
against government members of Parliament, impugned Mr Le’s exemplary character by making an assertion that 
not only was the upstanding citizen I have described to members associated with a number of people with the 
same family name recently arrested in Carabooda for alleged criminal activities concerning illegal non-citizens, 
but also that he was actually dead! Margaret Quirk, the member for Girrawheen, in her contribution to the debate 
on the 2014–15 budget in the other place on 15 May, chose not only to use a portion of her speech to impugn the 
good character of Mr Thang Le of Gnangara, but also to use the cloak of parliamentary privilege to suggest that 
the former Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests, Hon John Castrilli, and the very hardworking 
member for Wanneroo, Paul Miles, were somehow involved in legally questionable practices related to the 
importation of 457 workers and other non-citizens who were the subject of recent police raids in Carabooda.  

In 2010, the former minister and member for Wanneroo had indeed met with and were photographed alongside 
Mr Thang Le for an article that appeared in the community newspapers because they were helping Mr Thang to 
secure workers to be gainfully employed in his brothers’ growing hydroponic cucumber business. So when the 
raids in Carabooda took place recently and the quite common Vietnamese family name of Le was mentioned, the 
erstwhile Inspector Clouseau of Girrawheen, Margaret Quirk, saw the opportunity for a cheap shot and without 
checking the facts, because why should facts get in the way of her opportunity to besmirch people of good 
character, entered the chamber with guns blazing and tried to shoot down three very good people. She not only 
drew the absolutely wrong conclusion in the chamber by suggesting that Mr Thang Le and the deceased Mr Le 
referred to in the Carabooda incident were one and the same person, but also gave the story to the local papers 
and they, taking her representations in good faith no doubt without checking the facts, printed her accusations. 
So she had come into Parliament and accused Mr Thang Le of being involved in illegal activities and said that he 
was also dead, she said that two very hardworking colleagues of mine were also involved in the nasty mess, and 
it was then reported in the local newspaper so that the whole very close-knit Vietnamese community and broader 
community could be misled into thinking that these three people were involved somehow in illegal activities. 
Of course, as soon as the incredibly damaging accusations were proven to be completely false, which they were, 
the community newspaper editor, Justin Bianchini, personally phoned Mr Thang Le to apologise to him, and I 
know that a complete retraction and apology is being put into that newspaper. Paul Miles has been able to correct 
the record for himself and so has John Castrilli by way of personal explanation in their house, but what have we 
had by way of an apology from the incredibly incompetent member for Girrawheen? We have a statement made 
during a contribution to a third reading debate in the other place, which unequivocally apologises to Mr Le for 
her error but she still tries to justify it by saying that she thought she had made due inquiry prior to making an 
erroneous connection—hardly a genuine apology or an attempt to put the record straight. In her actions she has 
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not only slurred the good character of Mr Thang Le and my parliamentary colleagues, but also demonstrated 
why she is completely unfit to be the opposition spokesperson on multicultural interests, because she has insulted 
the entire Vietnamese community and obviously has no real interest in the welfare of the Vietnamese people. 
Had she had looked closely enough at Mr Thang Le who appeared in the photo with Paul Miles and John 
Castrilli, she would have perhaps remembered that she had met Mr Le when he had visited her electorate office 
on several occasions to make representations on behalf of his community. The member for Girrawheen is a 
disgrace and the Leader of the Opposition should relieve her of her shadow ministry duties in multicultural 
interests immediately.  

House adjourned at 9.42 pm 
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